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TRANSLATIONS

Therese
Poem by Keller
music by J. Brahms

Du milchjunger Knabe,
Wie schaust du mich an?
Was haben deine Augen
Für eine Frage getan!

Alle Ratsherrn in der Stadt
Und alle Weisen der Welt
Bleiben stumm auf die Frage,
Die deine Augen gestellt!

Eine Meermuschel liegt
Auf dem Schrank meiner Bas':
Da halte dein Ohr d'ran,
Dann hörst du etwas!

You very young lad, how you do look at me!
What questions are  your eyes asking?

All the councilors in the city, and all the wise men in the world
Remain silent to the question that is in your eyes!

A seashell lies on the shelf of my aunt,
Hold that to your ear, then you will hear your answer.

Vergebliches Ständchen, Op. 84, No. 4, 1881
Poem by Anton Wilhelm Florentin von Zuccalmaglio

(Er.)
" 
He:
"Good evening, my treasure, good evening my child! I come to you out of love,
ah, open the door for me!"

She:
"My door is locked, I am not letting you in;
mother has advised me smartly,
if you were to break in,
it would be all over for me!"

He:
"So cold is the night, so icy is the wind,
that my heart is freezing,
my love will be extinguished,
open for me, my child!"

She:
"Your love extinguished, just let it be extinguished! Extinguish it forever,
go home to bed, to rest,
good night, my boy!"


